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CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL’S REPORT 

Introduction 

Caterham on the Hill Parish Council serves approximately 10,000 residents in 5,000 

households. It raises a precept of approximately £7.50 per household per year, meaning 

that its annual budget is approximately £38,000 per annum. The Council currently 

consists of nine, volunteer, elected members and one part time employed official, our 

Parish Clerk. The Council has no premises of its own. Council Committee and Full Council 

meetings are held in hired local venues, and the Clerk works otherwise from home. The 

Council publishes two newsletters a year, Parish Council News, which are delivered to all 

Parish residents. The Council has two parish notice boards, and Council agendas and 

minutes are also posted up on other places around the Parish e.g. the Hill Library 

reception. The Council has its own website www.caterhamhillpc.org.uk which contains 

contact details (including e-mail addresses) of the Clerk and Councillors.    

The Council has four committees. Amenities, Transport & Highways and Finance & 

General Purposes, meet every six weeks. Planning Committee meets on a needs required 

basis, given that there is slot at every Full Council meeting to consider latest planning 

applications. The Full Council meets every six weeks, with a recess in August and 

December. The Annual Meeting of the Parish is held each April. This includes a review of 

the progress of the Parish Council in the financial year just ended, which is reproduced in 

the Annual Report. The Parish Council produces statutory financial accounts, which are 

externally audited by the Audit Commission. The Annual General Meeting of the Council is 

held each May, at which the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council are elected along 

with Committee Chairs. Parish Council elections are held every four years, usually in early 

May. The last elections were held in May 2008.  

Review of the year 2008-09 

A new Parish Council was elected in May 2008. The new Council contained a good mix of 

experienced, re-elected members and new councillors who brought new expertise, ideas 

and local knowledge to the Council. The Council wanted to have an outline plan for its 

next four years. All Councillors were involved in a brainstorming session in early summer 

2008, out of which a draft outline plan emerged. This was published in our Autumn 2008 

Parish Council News, and residents were asked to give their feedback on it. The majority 

of the feedback received was positive, and all was helpful. In January 2009, the Four Year 

Plan was formally approved by the Parish Council.   

The Four Year Plan contained a statement of the aims for the Parish Council which are 

reproduced here: 

 

 

http://www.caterhamhillpc.org.uk/


 

Aims of Caterham on the Hill Parish Council 

Caterham on the Hill Parish Council aims to add value to our community by: 

 Enhancing our community by protecting our heritage, promoting safety and 

security 

 Representing our community, advocating for residents and communicating with 

them 

 Supporting our community service volunteers and youth groups 

 Working with others to develop community facilities 

 Supporting initiatives for the infirm, disabled and housebound 

The Parish Council Plan grouped the ideas raised by Council members by time frame, and 

by whether they were achievable on our own, or whether they required working in 

partnership with other agencies. The Plan therefore took the following shape: 

Caterham Hill Parish Council Plan 2008-2012  

Short Term 

 Employ a Parish Warden to undertake outdoor environmental duties 

 Achieve Quality Council status 

 Consider a Parish Office 

 Improve the Annual Parish Meeting 

 Enhance the website and newsletters 

 Formalise the grants process 

 Invest in security at Queens Park 

 Beat the Bounds 

 Develop a Heritage Trail 

 Work in support of the Sustainable Communities Act 

Medium Term 

 Develop environmental initiatives, linking with ABC ‘Shabby to Smart’, including 

planters, trees and street furniture 



 Consider developing Councillor surgeries 

 Develop relationships with young people, voluntary groups and local traders 

 Explore the possibility of a Christmas Market 

 Further develop transport links 

 Support investment in community infrastructure 

Long Term 

 Develop relationships with schools to promote citizenship and youth engagement 

 Influence the relocation of the Civic Recycling Centre 

 Continue investment in sustainable transport and infrastructure 

 

In recent months, the Parish Council has started to implement this plan. The reports of 

the Committee Chairmen which follow mine include their reports of progress. This is a 

four year plan, so naturally some items have not yet been initiated. 

Stakeholder engagement 

Over the last year, the Parish Council has developed its relationships with its 

stakeholders. It would take too long to mention them all, so I highlight a few: 

The Parish Council has worked with Surrey County Council, primarily on Transport and 

Highways issues, to try to improve the condition of our roads and rights of way. We have 

also worked with SSC to try to secure improved public transport in our area. 

We have worked with Tandridge District Council on very many issues, especially in the 

Amenities area, for example, improving security in Queens Park. Our responses on 

planning applications have been submitted to TDC, and we have provided input into 

TDC’s consultations, for example, on the Core Strategy. Three members of the Parish 

Council are also members of Tandridge District Council and this has given us direct insight 

into TDC’s Caterham Town Centre Working Group.  

We have worked with our fellow East Surrey Parish Councils, in particular, Caterham 

Valley Parish Council and Chaldon Parish Council on areas of common interest to us.  

We have worked with Surrey Police Service to try to reduce crime and disorder on the 

Hill. We part fund a CCTV camera at Hillcroft Corner, and we attend Police 

Neighbourhood Panels to both listen to Hill resident’s concerns, and to press for 

appropriate responses from Surrey Police.  



We have been working with the members of A Better Caterham (ABC). The Parish Council 

has been represented on the ABC Steering Group, and the Shabby to Smart Group, and 

ABC have kindly presented their emerging plans to us. 

We have worked with very many voluntary groups on the Hill over the last year, and with 

our local schools. The Parish Council will continue to award small grants to local groups to 

support them in the immensely valuable service they give to our local community. 

Summary of our strategic position 

Caterham Hill Parish Council has essentially three functions.  

Firstly, to be an advocate for the Hill interest. Our County Council is based at Kingston 

upon Thames and our District Council is based at Oxted. Our Police Service HQ is in 

Godalming. We are, in fact, on the edge of a District that is itself on the edge of a County. 

All three of these authorities can seem to be a very long way away. The Hill Parish Council 

has a vital role to play to try to ensure that Hill Council Tax payers get a fare share of the 

resources of these authorities, and that Hill views are sent to these authorities as they 

form policy. We have many common interests with Caterham Valley colleagues, but the 

topography of Caterham is such that I am always concerned about moves to ‘consolidate’ 

services in Caterham. That usually means consolidation in the Valley. The Hill has a high 

number of young, elderly and vulnerable people, who are not as mobile as others, and 

who need services available on the Hill. The Hill Parish Council is uniquely placed to 

ensure that the Hill interest is advocated. I would be very concerned about any dilution of 

that voice in the future. 

Secondly, Caterham Hill Parish Council is a direct service provider. The £38,000 per 

annum budget that I mentioned at the start, is a reminder that the services we provide 

need to be extremely well focused, and value for money. We need to achieve a lot of 

bang for a small amount of buck. I think we achieve this with the services we provide such 

as our hanging baskets and Christmas lights. That £7.50 per household per year is very 

well spent. 

Thirdly, Caterham Hill Parish Council is a supporter of the services provided by the 

fantastic voluntary groups we have on the Hill. We give small grants to these groups, and 

we give them publicity in our parish Newsletters. We will continue to explore how we can 

help them further. 

Word of thanks 

Finally, can I thank the Parish Clerk for the excellent work she has done over the last year, 

and for the invaluable support she has given me as the Parish Council Chairman. Can I also 

thank all the elected members of the Council for the hard work they have delivered over 

the last year. I think we have all found the last year enjoyable and rewarding.     

David Gosling, Chairman of the Parish Council 



 

CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE’S REPORT 

The finance and General Purposes Committee has focussed on developing a Parish 

Council 4 year strategy during 2008/2009. The main objectives of this strategy have been 

outlined in the Chairman’s report. 

 

The review of Council reserves has enabled key objectives from the 4 year plan to be 

resourced, and for money to be ring fence for projects such as the Hoppabus and the 

work of the Caterham Community Partnership.  

 

The increase in the precept for 2009/10 is below inflation at 2%. 

 

I would like to thank members of the Committee and the Clerk for all their efforts during 

the year. 

 

        AUDITED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE APRIL 2008 – MARCH 2009 

Item Income Expenditure Net Notes 

Office expenses & 

administration 
 1,683 

1,683 

 

Postage, copying, 

stationery, room hire etc. 

Other income & 

expenditure 
377 1,809 1,432 

Income from bank account 

interest and expenditure on 

audit, insurance, training 

etc 

Staff   9,465 9,465 Salary and allowances 

Projects: Christmas, 

hanging baskets, Hill 

in Bloom etc 

463 16,762 16,299 

Income from contributions 

to projects from the District 

Council & local businesses 

Subscriptions  2,540 2,540 
Local government 

associations etc 

Newsletters / 

directories / Website 
 1,069 1,069  

Grants & donations  1,785 1,785  

Election expenses  8101 8101  

Totals 840 43,214 42,374  

 

Chris Botten, Chairman of the Financial and General Purposes Committee 



 

CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH AMENITIES COMMI TTEE’S REPORT 

This has again been a busy year, maintaining the standards set in previous years.  The 
Parish Council, working through the Amenities Committee, helps to keep Caterham on 
the Hill tidy and attractive to live in. 

We had Christmas lights once again in our main shopping areas.  The turning on of the 
Cedar Tree lights was accompanied by carols sung by the Guides and the many local 
people who attended.  Again it was an uplifting occasion. 

Committee members visited every road and cul-de-sac on the Hill to prepare a short-list 
of homes decorated with Christmas lights.  The variety was enormous and many were 
great fun.  Thank you to everyone for livening up the Hill and to our judge, Mike Ferrier, 
who again chose the final winners. 

The other event that helps to make the Hill attractive is ‘The Hill in Bloom’, our annual 
gardens and hanging baskets competition.  Thank you to all who enter and make their 
front gardens and porches beautiful for everyone to enjoy.  Thanks, too, to the schools 
and businesses which take part.  Len Stebbings judged this competition once again; he 
enjoys handing out the prizes to the winners.  He also judged the allotment competition.  
The standard of these is unbelievably good. 

The new event that the Parish Council took part in was the decoration of Christmas trees 
in St Lawrence’s Church.  Our thanks go to Cllr Pat Groves and Cllr Jean Hooper for all 
their hard work to make the Parish Council tree beautiful. 

New litter bins have been promised by Tandridge District Council in various sites around 
the Hill and we are expecting that they will be installed this summer. 

In order to keep in touch with what is happening on the Hill and to put the Parish 
Council’s point of view our Members attend meetings of many other groups including the 
Police and Neighbourhood Panel, several Youth Groups and the ABC meetings.  Cllrs Jean 
Pidgeon and Mary Mountain worked particularly hard in attending and reporting on these 
meetings 

Grants have been awarded to several groups that contribute to the community life of the 
Hill. 

The hanging baskets have again provided interest over the winter despite its severity and 
now are springing to life.  The couch grass in the Hillcroft Corner bed is an ongoing battle.  
This year you may see me tackling it myself with some weed killer.   

Our Parish Council is dedicated to improving the appearance of the Hill.  If you have any 
idea on what more we could do please let any member know or write to the Clerk. 

Finally I would like to thank the members of this very hard working committee and the 
clerk, Helen Broughton, who implements many of our plans. 

 

Hilary Turner   Chairman of the Parish Amenities Committee 

 

 



 

 

CHAIRMAN OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE’S REPORT  

The Parish Council, as a statutory consultee receives details of the District Council’s 

planning applications for Caterham on the Hill. We have 21 days in which to forward our 

comments. These applications are discussed at the meetings of the Council but if the 

timescale prevents this. a response is made by the Planning Committee under delegated 

powers. Any response is circulated to Council members for approval. 

 

This Council, and especially this Committee, has been involved in a variety of planning 

matters, supporting and representing the concerns of local residents. We endeavour to 

encourage and offer advice to people who wish to express their views directly to the 

District Council’s Department of Environmental Protection. In  particular cases during this 

last year, groups of residents have organised themselves in opposition to applications 

which they considered would have a harmful effect on their immediate vicinity. Residents 

involving themselves is such a positive way is  much welcomed by this Council. 

 

A continuing concern, expressed to us by residents. is the fact that the increase in the 

number of homes in Caterham on the Hill is not matched by improvements in the 

infrastructure, the condition of roads being just one example. During this council year we 

have, again, included in our comments covering applications which add to the housing 

numbers, a request that if permission is granted it should be conditional on some benefit 

accruing to the community. Other authorities operate an S106 tariff system in respect of 

building works and it is our strong view that Tandridge District Council should have been 

doing likewise. Monies raised in this way could have been used to great benefit for the 

residents of Caterham on the Hill, and indeed all of Tandridge. 

 

Last year a new system of Development Plans was introduced by the Government. The 

new style of plan will be the Local Development Framework (LDF) and over a period of 

time this LDF will replace the Tandridge District Local Plan 2001. Officers at Tandridge 

have worked on developing the Core Strategy which is the first Development Plan 

Document and sets out a vision for the District. The strategy shows how housing will be 

delivered over a 15 year  period. This Core Strategy was approved by a Government 

Inspector last summer and officers at Tandridge are to be congratulated for this 

successful outcome.  

 

Policy CSP3 of the Core Strategy has already been tested in planning applications This 

states, among other things, that is order to manage the delivery of housing, if the 

District’s rolling five year housing supply figure is exceeded by more than 20%, the 

Council will not permit the development of unidentified residential garden land sites of 5 

units and above. Exception can be  made if it is demonstrated that the development 

would result in significant social, community or environmental benefit, for example that 

the proposed site would contain a large proportion of affordable housing. There is of 



course  much more to the Core Strategy but the relevance of this policy to what is known 

as ‘garden grabbing’ is obvious and indeed many of the applications which result in strong 

objections from residents now fall under policy CSP 3. Developers are still testing this 

particular part of the Core Strategy at appeal and possibly at a higher level in the future. 

 

Over this last year we have noticed a substantial slow down in applications, most 

noticeably in relation to back garden development. This is obviously due in part the 

economic downturn but may also be affected in the future by the recently adopted Core 

Strategy. 

 

Towards the end of last year, Tandridge, along with the London Borough of Croydon, 

received a new application to erect a fence on Kenley Airfield. This Council repeated its 

objections raised previously. Members of the Planning Committee visited the airfield and 

were unimpressed with the measures being taken to ensure safety for all users We 

consider that these should be improved rather than erecting a fence which would have a 

detrimental effect on this much valued heritage site in the Metropolitan  Green Belt. 

 

I would like to thank the members of this committee Councillors Groves, Mountain and 

Pidgeon, all other Council members for their input, the library staff for their much 

appreciated assistance and our clerk Helen Broughton for the valuable work she carries 

out on our behalf. 

 

Sarah Burningham, Chairman Planning Committee 

 



 

 

CHAIRMAN OF THE TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE’S REPORT 

This report will be very similar to last year’s  because there are  certain areas this 

committee deals with which need constant monitoring.  We have to do our best to make 

sure that the roads, pavements and footpaths are safe for people to use –whether by car, 

bicycle or on foot, people in wheelchairs, people with buggies, and people with visual or 

mobility disabilities. We have already had 2 dropped kerbs successfully installed this year. 

This means that we rely on you to report problems such as potholes, obstructions and 

overgrown hedges and lampposts which are out of action. When the Warden is appointed 

it is intended that he too will report on these problems. The list of defects goes to our 

Clerk who then sends it on to SCC. They aim to repair potholes which are a safety issue 

within 24hrs. Other surface defects are Patch Repaired which is a more permanent repair 

but take a little longer.  

 

There is a further option which I saw on the news last week. A Parish Council had decided 

not to worry about potholes. They found that the bad holes slowed down the traffic so 

effectively that they didn’t need to use any other traffic calming methods. Two birds 

killed with one stone! 

 

LITTER and GRAFITTI –This seems to be a warm weather problem for  longer and lighter 

days and school holidays. There seems to be an unwritten law that litter expands to fill an 

empty space which was certainly true of Queens Park last summer but we alerted TDC to 

the problem and they came very promptly and increased the collections. We shall keep a 

close eye on this again this summer. 

 We hope to have a Litter Pick in Wellington Road now that the weather is better. 

 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT – We have been studying the feasibility of expanding the 541 Metro 

bus service between the Hill and Valley for some time and the results of our 

questionnaire were positive.  We have recently learned that SCC is hoping to introduce a 

pilot hoppabus service along similar lines this September, extending it into the evening 

from Monday to Friday. We do not want to duplicate this and will be working with both 

SCC and the Valley PC to ensure this service responds to our residents needs. 

 

Lastly I should like to thank all the PC members who have been so supportive during this 

my first year. It has been a steep learning curve for me.  I especially appreciate all the 

positive help I have had from our Clerk, Helen Broughton.  

 

Mary Mountain ς Chairman of Transport and Highways Committee 

 

 


